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About MSI…
providing reproductive choices for women and men

• Over thirty year’s experience in family planning 
• 5000 staff in 40 countries worldwide;  over 500 clinics;  national reach 

and impact
• Providing quality reproductive health services to over 5 million

clients/year

• On course to protect 20 million couples from unintended pregnancy in 
2010 

‘‘We were not in a position to have one more baby because we are tWe were not in a position to have one more baby because we are too poor. I oo poor. I 
know our religion and culture donknow our religion and culture don’’t allow us [to have an abortion] but my poverty t allow us [to have an abortion] but my poverty 
condition doesncondition doesn’’t allow me to keep more babiest allow me to keep more babies’’ cries & whispers, 2007cries & whispers, 2007



Unmet need…

• 200 million women would like to delay or avoid pregnancy

• 137 million women in the developing world

• 68 million unintended pregnancies worldwide

• 42 million abortions 

– 20 million are unsafe

• Contraception works! – Significant reduction in the number 
of abortions in Eastern Europe 

• 90/1000 women in 1995
• 44/1000 women in 2003

Singh S. et al. Adding It Up: The Benefits of Investing in Sexual and Reproductive Health Care, New York: The Alan Guttmacher Institute/UNFPA, 2003.

In Brief: Facts on Induced Abortion Worldwide. The Alan Guttmacher Institute 2007. Available at: http://www.who.int/reproductive-health/unsafe_abortion/induced_abortion_worldwide.pdf. Accessed on 
19/09/08.





Global impact of unplanned pregnancy

• Denying a fundamental human right to control one’s own fertility
• Limits economic growth
• Negative environmental impact

• High maternal mortality and morbidity
• High infant mortality; impact on child health and development

Singh S. et al. Adding It Up: The Benefits of Investing in Sexual and Reproductive Health Care, New York: The Alan Guttmacher Institute/UNFPA, 2003.



Anne Tinker and Elizabeth Ransom. Healthy Mothers and Healthy Newborns: The Vital Link. Save the Children and PRB. March 2002.

Relationship between short birth interval and 
neonatal mortality



Economic impact

The world’s poorest countries are all characterised by low access
to contraception and high average fertility

– Better access to contraception reduces poverty and improves the 
lives of the poor

– Lowering fertility rates increases economic growth

Lule E, Singh S and Chowdhury SA. Fertility Regulation Behaviors and Their Costs Contraception and Unintended Pregnancies in Africa and Eastern Europe & Central Asia. The World Bank. 
December 2007.

Why Reproductive Health Supplies are Crucial to Poverty Reduction.  Supply Initiaive. http://www.populationaction.org/Publications/Fact_Sheets/RHSC/RHSPovRed.pdf. Accessed on 22/09/08.



Investing in family planning saves money

Figures for sub-Saharan Africa

Family Health International. The role of long-acting and permanent methods in national programs. 2007. 
http://www.fhi.org/NR/rdonlyres/emy5wwaeyzshluvat7kzryajm4lz4k4pr76xd465qcewg4544li6sbiwombdwwyoom7wn7dgid6w7h/LAPMbrief3.pdf Accessed on 22/09/08.



All Party Parliamentary Group on Population, Development and Reproductive Health. Return of the population growth factor - Its impact upon the millennium development 
goals report. January 2007.

Environmental impact



• Governments need to invest more in family planning and sexual 
reproductive health education

• Donors can and should do more to support public-private partnerships

YOU can help us spread the word
Not just on World Contraception Day but throughout the year!

Family planning
Providing choices 

Saving lives 

Call to Action!



Family planning, providing choices, saving lives


